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As WTO negotiations stagnate, bilateral and regional trade agreements proliferate. Have we
lost the ability to make new multilateral trade agreements? Do new players and new problems
mean fundamental changes in the way trade will be organized in the future? What is the role of
G-207? Can bilateral or regional agreements replace multilaterally negotiated rules? Do we know
enough to assess such trade agreements in the past, or to know the conditions under which
they benefit or harm different groups, including the world’s poor, or the environment?

IATRC members would learn about the health of the legal architecture that governs trade, the
potential for multilaterally agreed changes in these rules in the future, the roles of new players
in negotiations, the importance of new goals relating to food security and the climate, and the
quality of regional and bilateral deals assessment including indicators other than the sorts we
typically use.
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